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British in the future. On July 4 Premier Petain decides to com-
municate personally with the President. His communication
(unpublished) states that the French fleet received a British
ultimatum "requiring them either to join the British fleet or to
scuttle." The British had already moored magnetic mines to
bottle up the French fleet; and when the time-limit expired
they cannonaded the French ships while at anchor. He asserts
that the French Government "had been lavish in its assurance
that in no case could the French naval forces be utilized against
Great Britain," and that to achieve this result it had stoically
accepted general conditions which were exceedingly harsh.
The British Government knew this. Further, "It knew that
our adversaries had recognized that they could not use our fleet
against England, and that the Mediterranean ports of France
proper and of French North Africa were to remain free of all
foreign occupation." Premier Petain notes that he has tried
hard "to reconcile the situation in which circumstances placed
him" with the maintenance of "normal and friendly relations
between France and Great Britain." Now what he terms "an
inexcusable coup de force" threatens to make this impossible.
He says it is his duty to establish the "responsibilities" of the
situation, and that this is the object of his communication.
(It will be noted that Premier Petain apparently has not been
correctly informed regarding the terms of the British ulti-
matum.) On July 5 the French Cabinet announces the formal
breaking of diplomatic relations with Britain.
The French Government, meanwhile, has moved from Bor-
deaux to Clermont-Ferrand,, and thence on July 2 to Vichy.